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Civic  
Responsibility

Grade
3 Lesson

2

Enduring Understanding

Citizens contribute to the improvement of local communities through volunteerism and 
the voting process.

Essential Questions

How do citizens contribute to the improvement of a community?

How does the election process work?

How has technology affected the election process?

Students will be able to: 

	 G.3.3.3	 —	Describe how people affect and alter their environment (e.g. farming,  
			   building dams, environmental lighting, irrigation, pit mining)

	 G.3.3.4	 —	Discuss ways in which the school and community can improve the physical  
			   environment by practicing conservation

	 C.5.3.2	 —	Describe how citizens contribute to the improvement of a community  
			   (e.g., service projects, volunteerism)

	 C.5.3.3	 —	Describe the election process

	 H.6.3.9	 —	Identify ways in which technology has changed the world (e.g., computers,  
			   fax machines, cell phones) 

	H.6.3.10	 —	Examine land development and its impact on a community

Materials Needed/Attachments

• Art supplies

Attachment 1: Home Conservation Checklist

Attachment 2: Arkansas Voter Registration Application

Vocabulary 

environment	 conservation	 volunteerism	 service project	  
voting machines	 development	 impact	 election process	  
voter registration	 candidate	 election	 survey	  
ballot	 polling place



Lesson 3-2 —Civic Responsibility	 Arkansas Builds Citizens	 Page 2

Teaching Strategies

Discuss ways that people affect and alter their environment. If possible, use before 1.	
and after photos. Discuss projects in their community that have altered that 
environment. 

Discuss ways that volunteers serve in the school and community. List ways that 2.	
families and students participate in school and community volunteer programs.

Students will complete a home survey that identifies ways that the family practices 3.	
conservation (Attachment 1). 

Discuss how voting is a way that citizens can improve their communities. 4.	

Describe the election process. If possible invite an elected official, representatives 5.	
from the Secretary of State’s office or a local election official (county clerk, election 
commissioner, etc.) to describe the mechanics of the voting process. The teacher 
models completing a voter registration application (Attachment 2).

Using an online puzzle-making program (such as 6.	 puzzlemaker.com), construct a 
vocabulary crossword puzzle.

Discuss how voting has evolved from paper ballots to electronic voting machines. 7.	
(If possible, have children visit a polling place, have local officials discuss the 
method used in local elections, or contact Election Coordinators from the Secretary of 
State’s Office to describe this process.)

Assessments/Rubrics

Teacher observation of student participation in class discussions

Completion grade on vocabulary crossword puzzle
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Grade
3 Home Conservation Checklist
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Grade
3 Voter Registration
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Grade
3 Voter Registration
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